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(54) Wet tissue package 

(57) There is disclosed a wet tissue package includ- 
ing a plurality of rectangular or square wet tissues which 
are individually folded and are stacked in a bag-shaped 
or container-shaped packaging material of which an up- 
per face is formed with an opening for taking out the wet 
tissues therethrough one by one. In this wet tissue pack- 
age, each of the wet tissue is double-folded on a first 
folding line (11), and further folded at least on second, 
third and fourth folding fines (L2, L3 and L4). The lirst 
folding line (L1 ) appears in the opening of the packaging 
material Alternatively, if a portion folded on the second 



folding line (L2) and laid over the upper side of the dou- 
ble-folded wet tissue is further folded on a sixth folding 
line (L6), at least one of the first folding line (L1 ) and the 
sixth folding line (L6) appears in the opening of the pack- 
aging material. When the wet tissue is pinched and 
pulled up at the first folding line (L1 ) or at the sixth folding 
fine (L6), it is opened out into the double-folded state or 
into such a state that the double-folded wet tissue is fold- 
ed on the sixth folding line (L6). Therefore, the wet tissue 
can be used for wiping excrements or the like at least in 
the double-folded state, immediately after taken out 
from the packaging material. 




Printed by Jw*», 75001 PARIS (FR) 



1 



EP 1 044 894 A1 



2 



Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] The present Invention relates to a package in 
which wet tissues are accommodated. More particularly, 
the present Invention relates to a portabty compact wet 
tissue package from which wet tissues can be taken out 
one by one in a folded state. 

RELATED ART 

[0Q02J Wet tissues are widely used for wiping the rear 
of a baby or child at the time of changing a diaper. Such 
wet tissues are made of non-woven fabrics impregnated 
with water or chemicals and are individually folded. 
Then, the folded wet tissues are stacked and accommo- 
dated In a bag-shaped or container-shaped packaging 
material, so that they can be taken out one by one for 
use from an opening formed in the upper face of the 
packaging material. 

[0003] However, because such a wet tissue is made 
so thin, materials to be cleaned such as excrements are 
liable to pass through the wet tissue to soil the hands, 
when used for wiping the rear or the Tike in its opened 
out state. At the time of wiping the excrements or the 
like, therefore, the wet tissue taken out from the pack- 
aging material is first opened out by hand and is then 
folded into a preferable size for use, for example, into 
two or four. However, it is extremely inconvenient to 
open out the wet tissue for changing its folding size. 
[0004] Moreover, it is preferable that the wet tissue of 
this kind can be carried while being accommodated in 
a small-sized, bag-shaped packaging material. In order 
to fold and accommodate one wet tissue in the small 
packaging material, however, the area of the wet tissue 
has to be reduced. If such a small wet tissue Is folded 
into two for wiping, it becomes so small that the hand is 
easily soiled with the materials to be cleaned such as 
excrements. 

[0005] On the other hand, when a wet tissue having 
a large area is to be folded so compact as to fit the small- 
sized packaging material, It has to be multi-folded In a 
seriously complex manner. In this case, the wet tissues 
are liable to be wrinkled, when taken out one by one 
from the opening. Therefore, it Is so laborious to open it 
out before the folding for use. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0006] The invention has been conceived to solve the 
aforementioned problems of the prior art and has an ob- 
ject to provide a wet tissue package which allows the 
use in a double-folded state without the folding opera- 
tion to be done by the user of the prior art and which can 
compactly accommodate wet tissues even though they 



have a large area in an opened out state. 
[0007] According to a first aspect of the invention, 
there Is provided a wet tissue package comprising a plu- 
rality of rectangular or square wet tissues which are in- 

5 dividually folded and are stacked in a bag-shaped or 
container-shaped packaging material of which an upper 
face is formed with an opening for taking out the wet 
tissues therethrough one by one, wherein each of the 
wet tissues is folded on a first folding line (L1) into a 

w double-folded state, the double-folded wettlssue is fold- 
ed on a second folding line (L2) so that the first folding 
line (L1) is laid over an upper side of the double-folded 
wet tissue; folded on a third folding line (L3) so that side 
edges (11b) opposed to the first folding fine (L1 ) are laid 

15 over a back side of the double-folded wet tissue; and 
then folded on a fourth folding line (L4) perpendicular to 
the first folding line (L1) so that the back side becomes 
a valley side, and the wet tissue after being folded on 
the fourth folding line (L4) is accommodated in the pack- 

20 aging material with the upper side thereof directed to- 
ward the upper face of the packaging material so that 
the first folding line (L1) appearing on the upper side of 
the wet tissue is exposed in the opening of the packag- 
ing material. 

25 [0008] According to a second aspect of the invention, 
there is provided a wettlssue package comprising a plu- 
rality of rectangular or square wet tissues which are in- 
dividually folded and are stacked in a bag-shaped or 
container-shaped packaging material of which an upper 

30 face is formed with an opening for taking out the wet 
tissues therethrough one by one, wherein each of the 
wet tissues is folded on a first folding line (LI) into a 
double-folded state, the double-folded wet tissue is fold- 
ed on a second folding line (L2) so that the first folding 

3s line (LI ) is laid over an upper side of the double-folded 
wet tissue; folded on a sixth folding line (L6) located be- 
tween the first folding line (L1) and the second folding 
line (L2) so that the first folding line (L1) Is positioned 
above the second folding line (L2); folded on a third fokJ- 

40 ing line (L3) so that side edges (11b) opposed to the first 
folding line (L1) are laid over a backside of the double- 
folded wet tissue; and then folded on a fourth folding line 
(L4) perpendicular to the first folding line (L1 ) so that the 
back side becomes a valley side, and the wet tissue after 

45 being folded on the fourth folding line (L4) is accommo- 
dated in the packaging material with the upper side 
thereof directed toward the upper face of the packaging 
material so that at least one of the first folding line (L1 ) 
and the sixth folding line (L6) appearing on the upper 

so side of the wet tissue is exposed in the opening of the 
packaging material. 

[0009] According to the invention, the wet tissue can 
be taken out from the packaging material by pinching 
the first folding line (L1 ) or the sixth folding line (L6) ap- 
55 pearing in the opening of the packaging material. There- 
fore, the wet tissue can be used for wiping excrements 
or the like in its double-folded state on the first folding 
line (L1) or in such a state that the double-folded wet 
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tissue Is further folded on the sixth folding line (L6), with 
no need to fold the wet tissue taken out from the pack- 
aging material. 

[0010] Moreover, because the wet tissue is folded in- 
tending that it is used as folded at least on the first fold- 
ing line (LI), It can be accommodated compactly in a 
small-sked packaging material even though it has a 
wide area in the opened out state. 
[0011] To accommodate the wet tissue compactly in 
the packaging material, it is preferable that the double- 
folded wet tissue has substantially one half of the area 
of the wet tissue in its opened out state. Alternatively, it 
is preferable that the double-folded wet tissue is further 
folded such that either of two folded portions is folded 
on another folding line (L7 or L8), to thereby have at 
most one half (more preferably, less than one half) of 
the area of the wet tissue In the opened out state,. 
[001 2] Preferably, the first folding line (L1 ) or the sixth 
folding line (L6) is located substantially at a center be- 
tween the second folding line (12) and the third folding 
line (L3). With such arrangement, the wet tissues can 
be taken out one by one easily from the opening, which 
is located at a general center or close to one side of the 
upper face of the packaging material. 
[001 3] Preferably, a portion folded on the third folding 
line (L3) and laid over the back side is further folded on 
a fifth folding line (L5). This can make the wet tissue 
package more compact. 

[001 4] In the wet tissue in the opened out state, if the 
difference between a length (a) of the side edge (11a) 
perpendicular to the first folding line (L1) and a length 
(b) of the side edge (11b) parallel to the lirst folding line 
(L1 ) is 30 mm or more, it is preferable that (a) > (b). On 
the other hand, if the difference between the length (a) 
and the length (b) is less than 30 mm, (a) > (b), (a) < (b) 
or (a) - (b) are all acceptable. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0015] 

Rg. 1 1s a perspective view of a wet tissue package 
according to a first embodiment of the invention; 
Figs. 2(A) and 2(B) are perspective views showing 
the folding sequence in the first embodiment of the 
invention; 

Figs. 3(A) and 3(B) are perspective views showing 
the folding sequence in the first embodiment of the 
invention; 

Rg. 4 is a perspective view showing the actbn to 
take out a wet tissue from a packaging material; 
Pg. 5 is a perspective view showing the folding se- 
quence in a second embodiment of the Invention; 
Rgs. 6(A) and 6(B) are perspective views showing 
the folding sequence in the second embodiment of 
the invention; 

Rg. 7 is a perspective view showing the folding se- 
quence in a third embodiment of the invention; 



Figs. 8(A) and 8(B) are perspective views showing 
the folding sequence In the third embodiment of the 
Invention; and 

Rgs. 9(A) and 9(B) are perspective views showing 
s modifications of a folded tissue folded on a first fold- 
ing line. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

10 

[001 6] The invention will be described with reference 
to the accompanying drawings. 
[0017] Rg. 1 is a perspective view showing a wet tis- 
sue package of the invention; Rgs. 2 and 3 are perspec- 
is five views sequentially showing the folded state of a wet 
tissue to be stacked in a packaging material shown in 
Rg. 1 ; and Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing the ac- 
tion to pull out the wet tissue from the packaging mate- 
rial. 

20 [0018] In the wet tissue package shown in Fig. 1, a 
plurality of folded sheets 10 of wet tissues 11 are 
stacked and accommodated in a bag-shaped packaging 
material 1 , as indicated by single-dotted lines. The term 
"folded sheer as used herein means a wet tissue folded 

25 into a state to be accomedated in the packaging mate- 
rial. Here, only the uppermost and lowermost of the fold- 
ed sheets 10 are shown with the intermediate ones be- 
ing omitted. 

[001 9] The packaging material 1 is made of a laminate 
30 film in which, for example, a polyethylene tsrephthalate 
(PET) film, an aluminum foil and a heat-sealing biaxially 
oriented polypropylene (CPP) film, often called "seal- 
ant", are laminated sequentially in the recited order from 
the upper surface (or outer side) and are adhered to 
35 each other. Alternatively, the packaging material 1 may 
be prepared by adhering a heat-sealing film to a PET 
film having aluminum, silica or alumina deposited ther- 
eon. 

[0020] The contents or the wet tissues 11 are envel- 

40 oped with the laminate film with Its heat-sealing film be- 
ing directed Inward of the packaging material 1. The 
laminate film is bonded by heat sealing longitudinally in- 
to a cylindrical shape, and is then bonded by heat seal- 
ing horizontally to complete the bag-shaped packaging 

45 material 1. 

[0021] This bag-shaped packaging material 1 is made 
portable and has a generally flattened upper face 2 in 
which an opening 3 is formed. In this packaging material 
1 , a cover (omitted in Rgures) for closing the opening 3 

so is adhered to the surface of the upper face 2. When the 
wet tissue package of the invention is not used, i.e., 
when it is before and after use, the packaging material 
1 is sealed by closing the opening 3 with the aforemen- 
tioned cover so that the wet tissues can be prevented 

55 from drying up. In use, on the other hand, the cover Is 
peeled off to take out the wet tissues one by one from 
the opening 3. 

[0022] The wet tissue 11 is made of, for example, a 
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bulky non-woven fabric having a base weight of about 
30 to 60 g/m 2 . Such non-woven fabric is suitable for wip- 
ing the rear of a baby or child when a diaper is to be 
replaced or for cleaning the rear, private parts, hands or 
legs of an adult Preferably, the wet tissue Is made of a 
spun-lace non-woven fabric which Is prepared by form- 
ing a fiber web of pulp and rayon in a wet method and 
by subjecting it to a water jetting treatment. The fiber 
web may contain other materials, if necessary. The non- 
woven fabrics thus obtained are impregnated with water 
or chemicals and accommodated In the packaging ma- 
terial 1 . The wet tissues 11 have a size where "b" • 1 40 
to 150 mm and "a" - 180 to 205 mm, for example. 
[0023] Here will be described the folded structure of 
the folded sheets 10 of the aforementioned wet tissue 
11. 

[0024] Fig. 2(A) shows one wet tissue 11 inanopened 
out state. This wet tissue 11 is folded on a first folding 
line L1 into two. The side edge fi e., the shorter side of 
a rectangular wet tissue) 1 1b in parallel with the first fold- 
ing line L1 has the width 'b", and the side edge (i.e., the 
longer side of the rectangular wet tissue) 11a perpen- 
dicular to the first folding line L1 has the length "a". The 
resulting tissue folded into two is referred to as a double- 
folded tissue 12. 

[0025] In Fig. 2(B), there is shown the double-folded 
tissue 1 2. The first folding line L1 is disposed to intersect 
each side edge 1 1 a at the middle of the length "a" of the 
side edge 11a. In the double-folded tissue 12 shown in 
Fig. 2(B), therefore, not only the side edges 11b and 11b 
but also the side edges 11a and 11a are completely 
aligned so that the double-folded tissue 12 has one half 
of the area of the wet tissue 11 in the opened out state, 
as shown in Fig. 2(A). In the invention, however, the 
alignments between the side edges 11a and 11a and 
between the side edges 11b and 11b may be slightly 
offset. In this case, the double-folded tissue 12 shown 
in Fig. 2(B) has substantially one half of the area of the 
wet tissue 1 1 in the opened out state shown in Fig. 2(A). 
[0026] In the double-folded tissue 12 shown in Fig. 2 
(B), the upper side is referred to as an upper surface 
1 2a whereas the tower side Is referred to as a back sur- 
face 12b. This folded tissue 12 of Fig. 2(B) is folded on 
a second folding line L2 spaced a predetermined dis- 
tance (preferably, a quarter of the width "A" of the side 
of the double-folded tissue 1 2) apart from the aforemen- 
tioned first folding Dne L1 1 so that the first folding line L1 
is laid over the upper surface 12a of the double-folded 
tissue 12. In addition, the folded tissue 12 is folded on 
a third folding tine L3 spaced a predetermined distance 
(preferably, "A74) apart from the side edges 11b and 
11b, as opposed to the first folding line L1, so that the 
side edges 11b and 11b are laid over the back surface 
12b of the double-folded tissue 12. The resulting tissue 
is shown in Fig. 3(A) and is referred to as a Z-folded 
tissue 13. 

[0027] The Z-folded tissue 13 shown In Fig. 3(A) is 
further folded Into two on a fourth folding fine L4 extend- 



ing roughly through the middle of the length "B* of its 
longer side. By this folding, the Z-folded tissue 13 has 
its valley on the side of the back surface 1 2b of the afore- 
mentioned double-folded tissue 12. Across the fourth 

5 folding fine L4, the upper folded portion is designated by 
10A, and the lower folded portion is designated by 10B. 
These upper and lower folded portions 10A and 10B are 
substantially aligned to form the folded sheet 10 in a 
state for storage. 

10 [0028] In this folded sheet 1 0, the first folding line L1 
extends roughly through the middle of the side having 
a width "C". 

[0029] As shown in Fig. 1 , the folded sheet 1 0 of the 
wet tissue 11 is so accommodated in the packaging ma- 
rs terial 1 that its upper folded portion 10A is directed to- 
ward the upper face 2 of the packaging material 1 and 
that an overhanging portion L1 a of the first folding line 
L1 near the side edge 11a (or a half portion of the first 
folding line L1 on upper folded portion 10A) appears 
20 generally at the center of the opening 3. 

[0030] As shown in Fig. 4, the overhanging portion 
L1 a of the first folding line L1 , as appearing in the open- 
ing 3 of the upper face 2 of the packaging material 1 , is 
pinched and pulled out upward. At this time, the upper 
25 folded portion 1 0A is pulled up. As this pulling-up is con- 
tinued, the upper folded portion 1 0A and the lower fold- 
ed portion 10B are vertically extended. Also, the Z-foid 
is loosened. As a result, as shown in the upper portion 
of Fig. 4, the wet tissue 1 1 is taken out in the state of the 
30 double-folded tissue 1 2 in Fig. 2(B). 

[0031] Therefore, the wet tissue 11 can be used for 
wiping in the state where it is folded in advance on the 
first folding line L1 , immediately after the takeout That 
is, material to be cleaned is wiped by a double-ply wet 
35 tissue, without the folding operation. Also, the wet tis- 
sue, as taken out in the state shown in Fig. 4, can be 
used for wiping in four-ply by folding it only one time. 
[0032] In this embodiment, the folded sheet 1 0 of Fig. 
3(B) has about one half of the area of the Z-folded tissue 
40 13 of Fig. 3(A). The Z-fokJed tissue 13 of Fig. 3(A) has 
about one half of the area of the double-folded tissue 12 
of Rg. 2(B). The double-folded tissue 1 2 of Fig. 2(B) has 
about one half of the area of the wet tissue 11 in the 
opened out state of Fig. 2(A). As a result, the folded 
45 sheet 1 0 of Fig. 3(B) has one eighth of the area of the 
wet tissue 11 in the opened out state of Fig. 2(A). That 
is, the folded sheet 10 has one eighth of the original area 
of the wet tissue 1 1 . Thus, the wet tissue 11 can be ac- 
commodated in the packaging material 1 so compactly 
so as to have one eighth of its original area, while it can be 
used immediately after takeout to have one half of its 
original area which is sufficiently wide for wiping the ma- 
terial to be cleaned. 

[0033] Figs. 5 and 6 show a folding sequence for pre- 
55 paring a folded sheet of a wet tissue according to a sec- 
ond embodiment of the invention. 
[0034] Fig. 5 shows the double-folded tissue 12 iden- 
tical to thatshown in Fig. 2(B). This double-folded tissue 
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12 is prepared by folding the wet tissue 11 on the first 
folding line L1 so that It has one half or about one half 
of the area of the wet tissue 1 1 . 
[0035] This double-folded tissue 12 is folded on the 
second folding line L2 which Is spaced one fifth of the 
width "A" of its one side apart from the first folding line 
L1 so that the first folding line L1 is laid over the upper 
surface 1 2a of the double-folded tissue 1 2. On the other 
hand, the third folding line L3 is spaced two fifths (2/5) 
of the width "A" apart from the side edges 11b opposed 
to the lirst folding line L1 so that the side edges 11b are 
laid over the back surface 12b of the double-folded tis- 
sue 12. This double-folded tissue 12 is further folded on 
a fifth folding line L5 which is spaced one fifth of the width 
"A* apart from the side edges 1 1 b so that the side edges 
1 1 b are aligned correctly or generally with the third fold- 
ing line L3 to form a modified Z-folded tissue 21 shown 
in Fig. 6(A). This modified Z-folded tissue 21 is folded 
into two on the fourth folding line L4 which is set at one 
half of the longer side thereof, so that a folded sheet 20 
shown in Rg. 6(B) is formed. 
[0036] The folded sheet 20 shown in Fig. 6(B) has one 
tenth of the area of the wet tissue 11 in the opened out 
state in Fig. 2(A) so that it can be made remarkably com- 
pact. In the folded sheet 20 shown In Rg. 6(B). also, the 
first folding line L1 appears on its upper folded portion 
to extend through the middle of the side having a width 
"D". 

[0037J The folded sheet 20 shown in Fig. 6(B) is ac- 
commodated in the packaging material 1 having the 
same structure as that shown in Rg. 1 , so that the first 
folding line L1 appears at the center of the opening 3. 
When the first folding line L1 appearing in the opening 
3 is pulled up, the folded state on the fourth folding line 
L4 Is opened out and the modified Z-fokJ state is also 
opened out Thus, the wet tissue 11 is taken out In the 
state of the double-folded tissue 12. 
[0038] Rgs. 7 and 8 show a folding sequence for form- 
ing a folded sheet of wet tissue according to a third em- 
bodiment of the Invention. 

[0039] Rg. 7 shows the double-folded tissue 1 2 which 
is formed by folding the wet tissue 1 1 into two on the first 
folding line L1 . The double-folded tissue 1 2 has one half 
or about one haif of the original area of the wet tissue 11 . 
[0040] As shown in Rg. 8(A), the double-folded tissue 
12 is folded on the second folding line L2, which is 
spaced one third of the width "A" apart from the first fold- 
ing line L1, and is then folded upward on a folding line 
(or a sixth folding line) 16 whfch is located at the center 
between the first folding line L1 and the second folding 
line L2, so that the first folding line L1 is aligned with the 
second folding line L2. As a result, the folding line L6 is 
positioned over the upper surface 12a of the double- 
folded tissue 12. 

[0041] Moreover, the double-folded tissue 12 is folded 
on the third folding line L3, which is spaced two sixths 
(or one third) of the width -A- apart from the side edges 
1 1 b opposed to the first folding line L1 , and is then folded 



downward on the fifth folding line L5 which is spaced 
one sixth of width "A" apart from the side edges 11 b (or 
set at the center between the third folding line L3 and 
the side edges 11b), so that the side edges 11b are 

5 aligned correctly or roughly with the third folding line L3. 
In such manner, there is formed a WZ-folded tissue 31 , 
as shown in Rg. 8(A). This WZ-folded tissue 31 Is folded 
into two on the fourth folding line L4 which is set to ex- 
tend through the middle of the longer side of the WZ- 

w folded tissue 31 , to form a folded sheet 30 shown in Rg. 
8(B). 

[0042] The folded sheet 30 shown in Rg. 8(B) has one 
twelfth of the area of the wet tissue 11 in the opened out 
state in Rg. 2(A) so that it can be made remarkably corn- 
's pact. In the folded sheet 30 shown in Fig. 8(B), also, the 
folding line L6 appears on its upper folded portion to ex- 
tend through the middle of the side having a width "D". 
[0043] The folded sheet 30 shown in Fig. 8(B) is ac- 
commodated in the packaging material 1 having the 
20 same structure as that shown in Fig. 1 , so that the folding 
line L6 appears at the center of the opening 3. When the 
folding line L6 appearing in the opening 3 is pulled up, 
the folded state on the fourth folding line L4 is opened 
out and the WZ-fold state is almost opened out (the fold 
25 state on the folding line L6 is not opened). Thus, the wet 
tissue 11 is taken out in a state almost similar to the dou- 
ble-folded tissue 12. 

[0044] The opening 3 may be formed to one side of 
the upper face 2 of the packaging material 1 , so that the 

30 first folding tine L1 of the folded sheet 30 appears In the 
opening 3. In this case, the wet tissue 11 can be taken 
out in the state of double-folded tissue 1 2. The opening 
3 may be formed such that both the first folding line L1 
and the folding line L6 appear in the opening 3. In this 

35 case, either the folding line L1 or L6 may be selected to 
pull out. 

[0045] Figs. 9(A) and 9(B) show modifications of the 
invention. 

[0046] In Fig. 9(A), when the wet tissue 11 of Rg. 2 

40 (A) is folded on the first folding line L1 , one half is made 
larger than the other half. This modified double-folded 
tissue is then folded on a seventh folding line L7 so that 
the side edges 11b and 11b are generally aligned with 
each other, to thereby obtain a folded tissue 12A. The 

45 width between the folding line L7 and the adjacent the 
side edge 1 1 b Is indicated by W1 . This folded tissue 1 2 A 
has one half or about one half of the area of the wet 
tissue 11 In the opened out state. 
[0047] In Rg. 9(B), also, when the wet tissue 1 1 of Fig. 

so 2(A) is folded on the first folding fine L1 , one half is made 
larger than the other half. In this case, however, the 
modified double-folded tissue is then folded on an eighth 
folding line L8 so that one side edge 11b Is hidden under 
the folded portion Including the other side edge 11b and 

55 having a width W2, to thereby obtain a folded tissue 1 2B. 
This folded tissue 12B has less than one half of the area 
of the wet tissue 1 1 in the opened out state. 
[0048] Either the folded tissue 12A of Rg. 9(A) or the 
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folded tissue 12B of Rg. 9(B) is further folded as in the 
steps of Figs. 3(A) and 3(B), Rgs. 6(A) and 6(B) or Rgs. 
8(A) and 8(B) to have a structure similar to that of the 
folded sheet 1 0, the folded sheet 20 or the folded sheet 
30. 5 
[0049] Such a folded sheet prepared by folding the 
folded tissue 12A or 12B on the second folding line L2, 
the third folding line L3, and the fourth folding line L4 
(optionally, on the fifth folding line L5 and the sixth fold- 
ing line L6) can also provide a compact structure. More- ™ 
over, it can be used for wiping Immediately after pull-out 
while keeping the folded state of the folded tissue 12A 
or 12B to have about one half or less than one half of 
the original area of the wet tissue 1 1 . 
[0050J Here, the width W1 Is preferably 2 to 5 mm, « 
and the width W2 is preferably 2 to 30 mm. 
[0051] In the present invention, a relation of "a* > "b" 
is preferred when the absolute value of the difference 
between "a" and "b" is 30 mm or more, where the side 
edge parallel to the first folding line L1 has the length *o 
"b" and the side edge perpendicular to the same has the 
length "a", as shown in Fig. 2(A). 
[0052] When the absolute value of the difference be- 
tween "a" and "b" is less than 30 mm, on the other hand, 
any relation is acceptable, "a" > V, "a" < V and "a" - 25 
"b\ 

[0053] With the size relations specified above, the 
folded sheet 10, 20 or 30 to be accommodated in the 
packaging material 1 can be made compact, and the 
folded sheet 12, 12A or 12B In the taken-out state is of 30 
an easily usable size. 

[0054] Here, the packaging material 1 should not be 
limited to the bag shape but may be exemplified by a 
hard container or the like. 

[0055] According to the invention, as has been de- 35 
scribed hereinbefore, the wet tissue can be folded com- 
pactly and can be used for wiping, when pulled out from 
the packaging material, in the folded state having about 
one half or less than one half of the area of the opened 
out state. Therefore, another folding is not required after *<> 
the wet tissue is pulled out from the packaging material 
and the material to be cleaned hardly soils the hands in 
use. 

[0056] In the foregoing specification, the invention 
has been described In relation to preferred embodi- « 
ments and many details have been set forth for the pur- 
pose of illustration. It will be apparent to those skilled in 
the art that the invention is susceptible to additional em- 
bodiments and that certain of the details described here- 
in can be varied considerably without departing from the so 
basic principles of the invention. 



tainer-shaped packaging material of which an up- 
per face is formed with an opening for taking out the 
wet tissues therethrough one by one, 

wherein each of the wet tissues is folded on 
a first folding line (L1 ) into a double-folded state, the 
double-folded wet tissue is folded on a second fold- 
ing line (L2) so that the first folding line (U ) is laid 
over an upper side of the double-folded wet tissue; 
folded on a third folding line (13) so that side edges 
(11b) opposed to the first folding line (L1) are laid 
over a back side of the double-folded wet tissue; 
and then folded on a fourth folding line (L4) perpen- 
dicular to the first folding line (L1) so that the back 
side becomes a valley side, and the wet tissue after 
being folded on the fourth folding line (L4) is accom- 
modated in the packaging material with the upper 
side thereof directed toward the upper face of the 
packaging material so that the first folding line (L1) 
appearing on the upper side of the wet tissue is ex- 
posed In the opening of the packaging material. 

2. A wet tissue package according to Claim 1 , 

wherein the double-folded wet tissue has sub- 
stantially one half of the area of the wet tissue in its 
opened out state. 

3. A wet tissue package according to Claim 2, 

wherein in the wet tissue after being folded on 
the fourth folding line (L4), the first folding line (L1) 
is located substantially at a center between the sec- 
ond folding line (L2) and the third folding line (L3). 

4. A wet tissue package according to Claim 3, 

wherein in the wet tissue in the opened out 
state, a length (a) of the side edge (11a) perpendic- 
ular to the first folding line (L1) is longer than a 
length (b) of the side edge (11b) parallel to the first 
folding line (L1) by 30 mm or more. 

5. A wet tissue package according to Claim 3, 

wherein in the wet tissue in the opened out 
state, a length (a) of the side edge (11a) perpendic- 
ular to the first folding line (L1 ) is equal to or different 
from a length (b) of the side edge (11b) parallel to 
the first folding line (L1) within a range of less than 
30 mm. 

6. A wet tissue package according to Claim 2, 

wherein a portion folded on the third folding 
line (L3) and laid over the back side is further folded 
on a fifth folding line <L5) so that the side edges 
(11b) are positioned below the third folding line (L3). 



Claims 

55 

1. A wet tissue package comprising a plurality of rec- 
tangular or square wet tissues which are Individu- 
ally folded and are stacked in a bag-shaped or con- 



7. A wet tissue package according to Claim 6, 

wherein in the wet tissue after being folded on 
the fourth folding line (L4), the first folding line (L1) 
is located substantially at a center between the sec- 
ond folding line (L2) and the third folding line {13). 
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8. A wet tissue package according to Claim 2, 

wherein the double-folded wet tissue is further 
folded prior to the folding on the second, third and 
fourth folding lines(L2, L3 and L4), such that either 
of two folded portions is folded on another folding 
line (L7 or L8), to thereby have at most one half of 
the area of the wet tissue in the opened out state. 

9. A wet tissue package according to Claim 8, 

wherein in the wet tissue after being folded on 
the fourth folding line (L4), the first folding line (L1) 
is located substantially at a center between the sec- 
ond folding line (L2) and the third folding line (L3). 

10. A wet tissue package according to Claim 9, 

wherein in the wet tissue in the opened out 
state, a length (a) of the side edge (1 1 a) perpendic- 
ular to the first folding line (L1) is longer than a 
length (b) of the side edge (11b) parallel to the first 
folding line (L1) by 30 mm or more. 

11. A wet tissue package according to Claim 9, 

wherein in the wet tissue in the opened out 
state, a length (a) of the side edge (1 1 a) perpendic- 
ular to the first folding line (L1 ) is equal to or different 
from a length (b) of the side edge (11b) parallel to 
the first folding line (L1) within a range of less than 
30 mm. 

12. A wet tissue package according to Claim 8, 

wherein a portion folded on the third folding 
line (L3) and laid over the back side is further folded 
on a fifth folding line (L5). 

13. A wet tissue package according to Claim 12, 

wherein in the wet tissue after being folded on 
the fourth folding line (L4), the first folding line (L1) 
is located substantially at a center between the sec- 
ond folding line (L2) and the third folding fine (L3). 

14. A wet tissue package comprising a plurality of rec- 
tangular or square wet tissues which are individu- 
ally folded and are stacked in a bag-shaped or con- 
tainer-shaped packaging material of which an up- 
per face is formed with an opening for taking out the 
wet tissues therethrough one by one, 

wherein each of the wet tissues is folded on 
a first folding line (L1 ) into a double-folded state, the 
double-folded wet tissue Is folded on a second fold- 
ing line (L2) so that the first folding line (L1) is laid 
over an upper side of the double-folded wet tissue; 
folded on a sixth folding line (L6) located between 
the first folding line (L1 ) and the second folding line 
(L2) so that the first folding line (L1) is positioned 
above the second folding line (L2); folded on a third 
folding line (L3) so that side edges (11b) opposed 
to the first folding line (L1) are laid over a back side 
of the double-folded wet tissue; and then folded on 



a fourth folding line (L4) perpendicular to the first 
folding line (L1) so that the back side becomes a 
valley side, and the wet tissue after being folded on 
the fourth folding line (L4) is accommodated in the 

5 packaging material with the upper side thereof di- 
rected toward the upper face of the packaging ma- 
terial so that at least one of the first folding line (L1 ) 
and the sixth folding line (L6) appearing on the up- 
per side of the wet tissue is exposed in the opening 

10 of the packaging material. 

15. A wet tissue package according to Claim 14, 

wherein the double-folded wet tissue has sub- 
stantially one half of the area of the wet tissue in its 
is opened out state. 

16. A wet tissue package according to Claim 15, 

wherein in the wet tissue after being folded on 
the fourth folding line (L4), the sixth folding line (L6) 
20 is located substantially at a center between the sec- 
ond folding line (L2) and the third folding line (L3). 

17. A wet tissue package according to Claim 16, 

wherein in the wet tissue in the opened out 
25 state, a length (a) of the side edge (11a) perpendic- 
ular to the first folding line (L1) is longer than a 
length (b) of the side edge (11b) parallel to the first 
folding line (L1) by 30 mm or more. 

30 18. A wet tissue package according to Claim 1 6, 

wherein in the wet tissue in the opened out 
state, a length (a) of the side edge (11a) perpendic- 
ular to the first folding line (L1 ) is equal to or different 
from a length (b) of the side edge (11b) parallel to 

35 the first folding line (L1 ) within a range of less than 
30 mm. 

19. A wet tissue package according to Claim 15, 

wherein a portion folded on the third folding 
40 line (L3) and laid over the back side is further folded 
on a fifth folding fine (L5) so that the side edges 
(11b) are positioned below the third folding line (L3). 

20. A wet tissue package according to Claim 19, 

45 wherein In the wet tissue afte r being folded on 

the fourth folding line (L4), the sixth folding line (L6) 
is located substantially at a center between the sec- 
ond folding line (L2) and the third folding line (L3). 

so 21. A wet tissue package according to Claim 1 5, 

wherein the double-folded wet tissue is further 
folded prior to the folding on the second, third and 
fourth folding nnes(L2, L3 and L4), such that either 
of two folded portions is folded on another folding 

55 line (L7 or L8), to thereby have at most one half of 
the area of the wet tissue in the opened out state. 

22. A wet tissue package according to Claim 21 , 



7 



13 



EP 1 044 894 A1 



wherein In the wet tissue after being folded on 
the fourth folding line (L4), the sixth folding line (L6) 
Is located substantially at a center between the sec- 
ond folding fine (L2) and the third folding line (L3). 

5 

23. A wet tissue package according to Claim 22, 

wherein In the wet tissue In the opened out 
state, a length (a) of the side edge (11a) perpendic- 
ular to the first folding line (L1) is longer than a 
length (b) of the side edge (11b) parallel to the first w 
folding fine (L1) by 30 mm or more. 

24. A wet tissue package according to Claim 22, 

wherein in the wet tissue in the opened out 
state, a length (a) of the side edge (1 1 a) perpendic- « 
ular to the first folding line (L1) is equal to or different 
from a length (b) of the side edge (11b) parallel to 
the first folding line (L1) within a range of less than 
30 mm. 

20 

25. A wet tissue package according to Claim 21, 

wherein a portion folded on the third folding 
line (L3) and laid over the back side is furthe r folded 
on a fifth folding line (L5). 

25 

26. A wet tissue package according to Claim 25, 

wherein in the wettissue after being folded on 
the fourth folding line (L4), the first folding line (L1) 
is located substantially at a center between the sec- 
ond folding fine (L2) and the third folding Hne (L3). sc 
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Fig. 1 
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Fig. 2(A) 
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Fig. 4 
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Fig. 9(A) 
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